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[57] ABSTRACT

A pipe for a fishing rod comprising a pipe having an
outer surface, and a flexible rectangular wrapper posi-
tioned about the outer surface of the pipe with a prede-
termined design thereon and covered with a transparent
preservative coating; and a method for making same.

19 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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DECORATED PIPE FOR FISHING ROD AND
METHOD FOR MAKING SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1) Field of the Invention

The present invention is directed to fishing rods and
methods of making them. More specifically, the present
invention is directed to a decorated fishing rod, having
an inner and an outer surface, with the outer surface
having an affixed wrapper with a predetermined design
thereon and a transparent preservative coating; and to a
method of making the same.

2) Description Of Background And Relevant Materi-
als

Fishing rods which have been used previously are
made using a cylindrical carbon fiber rod or pipe (or
section thereof) swathed in fiberglass which is then
covered by winding nylon thread around the fiberglass.
One flaw in the above rods, and method of making
them, is that the rods are uniform in color and have not
been able to effectively present designs or pictures on
the surface of the rod. This normally occurs due to the
inability of the nylon threads being wrapped around the
rod to be colored in a manner such that a design will be
evident once the thread has been wound around the

pipe.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One object of the instant invention is to provide fish-
ing rods, and a method of making them, which carry
predetermined colors and designs, including but not
limited to pictures, landscapes and logos, which are
protected by a preservative coating which allows the
design on the rod to be viewed.

Another feature of the invention is to provide a pipe
for a fishing rod having a tubular rod with an inner
surface and an outer surface, and a flexible rectangular
wrapper positioned about the outer surface of the pipe
with a predetermined design thereon and covered with
a transparent preservative coating.

It is a further aspect of the invention that the wrapper
is made of woven fibers with a predetermined design on
it. As an additional aspect, the predetermined design is
dyed on the woven fiber wrapper. A yet further aspect
of the invention is that the woven fiber wrapper is made
of nylon, polyester, carbon or fiberglass.

A further aspect of the invention is that the woven
fiber wrapper is wound around the outer surface in such
a manner that opposite longitudinal edges of the wrap-
per abut along a single longitudinal axis of the pipe.
Alternatively, the woven fiber wrapper is wound
around the outer surface in a spiral fashion so that the
opposite ends of the wrapper abut.

A further aspect of the invention, which is an alterna-
tive to having a woven fiber wrapper, is a non-woven
polymer wrapper. A yet further aspect of the non-
woven polymer wrapper is wherein the wrapper is
wound around the outer surface in such a manner that
opposite longitudinal edges of the wrapper abut along a
single longitudinal axis of the pipe. Alternatively, the
non-woven polymer wrapper is wound around the
outer surface in a spiral fashion so that the opposite

_ longitudinal edges of the wrapper abut.

Further aspects of the invention involve a wrapper
which is affixed to the outer surface of the pipe; the
wrapper covers the entire outer surface of the pipe; and
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2

a transparent preservative coating can be paint, varnish,
lacquer, shellac or polyurethane.

The invention also involves a method of applying a
design to a pipe for a fishing rod having a flexible rect-
angular wrapper positioned about the outer surface of
the pipe with a predetermined design thereon and cov- .
ered with a transparent preservative coating which has
the following steps:

a) obtaining a flexible rectangular wrapping having
predetermined designs on it;

b) obtaining a pipe for the fishing rod;

c) applying the wrapper to the outer surface of the
pipe;

d) affixing the wrapper thereon; and

e) covering the pipe with a liquid transparent preser-
vative coating. '

Another aspect of the invention involves applying
predetermined designs to the wrapper with a dye as
well as dying the wrapper before applying it to the pipe.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is further explained in the description
which follows, with reference to the drawings illustrat-
ing, by way of a non-limiting example, several embodi-
ments of the invention wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pipe for a fishing
rod, showing a wrapper according to one embodiment.
~ FIG. 2 is a perspective view of another embodiment
of the pipe for a fishing rod wherein a wrapper is
wrapped around a pipe in a spiral fashion.

FIG. 3 is a cross-section view, taken through line
I—1I, of a wrapped pipe showing a pipe for a fishing rod,
a wrapper and the abutting joint of the wrapper.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings in detail and for illus-
trative purposes only, FIG. 1 shows a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention. This figure shows a cylinder
1, having an inner surface 7 and an outer surface 8, in a
prewrapped state. The flexible wrapper 9, to be applied
to cylinder 1, is substantially rectangular in shape and
has an inner surface 2 and an outer surface 10. It is
preferred by the Applicant that, in this embodiment, the
wrapper 9 is comprised of a woven fiber such as nylon
or polyester. As shown in FIG. 1, the outer surface 10
of the wrapper 9 carries a predetermined design 3
which in this preferred embodiment displays pictures of
fish which are dyed on the wrapper.

In FIG. 1, the wrapper 9, having diameter d is posi-
tioned to be wrapped around the outer surface 8 of
cylinder 1 in such a manner that the opposite longitudi-
nal edges 11 and 12 of the wrapper 9 abut along a single
longitudinal axis of cylinder 1. For this purpose Appli-
cant prefers to position cylinder 1 perpendicular to the
lateral edges 17 and 18 of wrapper 9. Wrapper 9 can
then be taken around cylinder 1 until the longitudinal
edges 15 and 16 meet. The inner surface 2 of wrapper 9
would then be affixed to the outer surface 8 of cylinder
1 and coated with transparent preservative coating.

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment similar to FIG. 1, but
modified in that the wrapper 13 is already partially
wrapped around the cylinder 1 and the wrapping is
performed in a different manner. Flexible wrapper 13 is
substantially rectangular in shape and has an inner sur-
face 4 and an outer surface 14. In this embodiment, the
flexible wrapper 13 is wound around the outer surface 8
of cylinder 1 in a spiral fashion as shown in FIG. 2.
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In FIG. 2 the longitudinal edges 15 and 16 abut at
joint 6.

The outer surface 14 of flexible wrapper 13 carries a
predetermined design 5 which in the preferred embodi-
ment of FIG. 2 is a logo design. The inner surface 4 of
wrapper 13 is affixed to outer surface 8 of cylinder 1.

FIG. 3 shows a cross-section of FIG. 2 taken through
line I—I. Cylinder 1 is covered by a flexible wrapper 13
whose longitudinal edges 15 and 16 abut at joint 6. This
figure shows that wrapper 13 is applied to cylinder 1
such that there is no air space between them. Joint 6 of
the figure shows the edges 15 and 16 abutting. In other
embodiments these edges may overlap or not meet at
all, depending upon the design chosen.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a tubular
pipe for a fishing rod is used which has an inner surface
and an outer surface. A flexible wrapper, of substan-
tially rectangular shape, is positioned on the outer sur-
face of the pipe. Substantially rectangular is herein de-
fined as a plane with four sides.

The wrapper has an inner surface and an outer sur-
face. The outer surface of the wrapper displays a design.
The wrapped pipe is covered with a transparent preser-
vative coating. In a preferred embodiment, the design is
dyed onto the wrapper. Also, in this embodiment, the
circumference of the tubular pipe can vary along its
length. It is particularly preferred that the circumfer-
ence gradually decrease from one end to the other.

In a similar embodiment, the wrapper is made of
woven fibers. These fibers can be nylon, polyester car-
bon or fiberglass, or a combination of these materials.
The Applicant particularly prefers nylon or polyester.
In this embodiment, the cylinder is covered with the
wrapper having a landscape design thereon and then
covered with transparent paint. While the invention is
not to be limited to a specific, transparent predervative
coating, exemplary materials include paint, varnish,
lacquer, shellac, polyurethane or other known materi-
als.

Alternatively, the flexible wrapper may be comprised
of a nonwoven polymer with a design printed thereon.

The wrapper may be applied to the pipe in several
ways. On one embodiment, the wrapper is wound
around the cylinder in a spiral fashion with the edges
overlapping. In an alternative embodiment, the edges of
the wrapper do not abut or overlap; instead a space
separates the edges in which the cylinder can be seen,
thus creating a “candy cane” design. Alternatively, the
wrapper may be applied as a-substantially rectangular
wrapper to the surface of the cylinder so that the oppo-
site longitudinal edges of the wrapper abut along a
single longitudinal axis of the cylinder. It is preferred, in
this embodiment, that the wrapper cover the entire
outer surface of the pipe. The pipe or cylinder may vary
in circumference along its length.

The method of practicing the invention consists of
five basic steps. The first step involves obtaining a flexi-
ble substantially rectangular wrapper having designs on
it. The designs on the wrapper may be dyed on or other-
wise applied to the wrapper. The second step involves
obtaining a pipe for the fishing rod. This pipe may be a
solid cylinder or a hollow tube. In the preferred em-
bodiment, the pipe obtained is a hollow tube with an
inner and an outer surface. :

Applying the flexible wrapper to the outer surface of
the pipe is the third step. In a preferred embodiment,
this includes aligning the pipe so that it is perpendicular
to the lateral edges of the wrapper. Next the wrapper is
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4
wrapped around the pipe so that the longitudinal edges
of the wrapper abut along a single longitudinal axis.

In the fourth step, the wrapper’s inner surface is af-
fixed to the outer surface of the pipe. This fixation may
be performed using any means known in the art, includ-
ing, but not limited to, gluing, heat, shrinking, etc.

The final step involves coating the wrapped pipe with
a transparent liquid preservative. This may be accom-
plished using known means for applying paint such as
dipping, spraying or brushing on the preservative. The
preservative used then dries leaving a transparent pro-
tective coat on the wrapper through which the design
can be viewed.

Another preferred method utilizes a wrapper of non-
woven polymer, and differs from the above five steps in
winding the wrapper around the outer surface in a spiral
fashion so that the longitudinal edges abut and trimming
the ends so that they are even with the end of the pipe.

Applicant particularly prefers the method involving
forming the wrapper from woven fibers by known
weaving means and applying predetermined designs to
the wrapper with known dyeing means, before the
wrapper is applied to the pipe. These steps are followed
by applying the wrapper to the pipe using the previ-
ously described spiral winding means and affixing the
wrapper thereon. In this method, Applicant prefers
coating the wrapped pipe with polyurethane.

Applicant emphasizes that the above embodiments
and methods are specific examples of the invention
claimed and that other embodiments and methods
within the limits claimed are possible.

What is claimed is:

1. A pipe for a fishing rod comprising a tubular rod
having an inner surface and an outer surface, and a
flexible rectangular wrapper positioned about the outer
surface of the pipe with a predetermined design thereon
and covered with a transparent preservative coating,
wherein the wrapper comprises woven fibers with a
predetermined design thereon.

2. The pipe of claim 1, wherein the predetermined

"design is dyed on the woven fiber wrapper.

3. The pipe of claim 2, wherein said woven fiber
wrapper comprises nylon, polyester, carbon or fiber-
glass, or a combination thereof.

4. The pipe of claim 1, wherein said wrapper is
wound around the outer surface in such a manner that
opposite longitudinal edges of the wrapper abut along a
single longitudinal axis of the pipe.

5. The pipe of claim 1, wherein said wrapper is
wound around the outer surface in a spiral fashion so
that the opposite ends of the wrapper abut.

6. The pipe of claim 1, wherein said wrapper is
wound around the outer surface in such a manner that
opposite longitudinal edges of the wrapper abut along a
single longitudinal axis of the pipe.

7. The pipe of claim 1, wherein said wrapper is
wound around the outer surface in a spiral fashion so
that the opposite longitudinal edges of the wrapper
abut.

8. The pipe of claim 1, wherein the wrapper is affixed
to the outer surface of the pipe.

9. The pipe of claim 1, wherein said wrapper covers
the entire outer surface of the rod.

10. The pipe of claim 1, wherein the transparent pre-
servative coating comprises paint, varnish, lacquer,

shellac or polyurethane.

11. A pipe for a fishing rod comprising a cylindrical
rod having an outer surface, and a woven fiber rectan-
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gular wrapper having various designs dye-treated upon
it and wherein the woven fiber is wound around the
outer surface of the pipe and covered with transparent
paint.

12. A method of applying a design to a pipe for a
fishing rod having a flexible rectangular wrapper posi-
tioned about the outer surface of the pipe with a prede-
termined design thereon and covered with a transparent
preservative coating which comprises:

a) obtaining a flexible substantially rectangular wrap- '

per having predetermined designs thereon said
wrapper formed from woven fibers;

b) obtaining a pipe for the fishing rod;

c) applying said wrapper to the outer surface of the
pipe;

d) affixing said wrapper thereon; and

e) covering the pipe with a liquid transparent preser-
vative coating.
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13. The method of claim 12, wherein said wrapper
covers the entire outer surface of the rod.

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising ap-
plying said predetermined designs to the wrapper with
a dye.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising dye-
ing the wrapper before applying it to the pipe.

16. The method of claim 12, further comprising wind-
ing the wrapper around the outer surface in such a
manner that opposite longitudinal edges of the wrapper
abut along a longitudinal axis of the pipe.

17. The method of claim 12, further comprising wind-
ing the wrapper around the outer surface in a spiral
fashion and trimming the ends.

18. The method of claim 12, further comprising ap-
plying a transparent preservative coating chosen from
the group consisting of paint, varnish, lacquer, shellac
and polyurethane.

19. A pipe for a fishing rod made by the process of

claim 12.
3 * L 3 *
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